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BRAZILIAN DEMOCRACY UNDER ATTACK: THE POPULIST EXTREME RIGHT,
THE ECONOMIC CRISES AND THE 2013 PROTESTS IN BRAZIL

The present study aims to understand the role of the economic crises of capitalism, hate speech
and populism in the rise of the extreme right in Brazil especially in the 2018 presidential
election. For that, a theoretical-descriptive analysis of the causes of these factors was made
according to the thesis of historical institutionalism, making use of the hypothetical-deductive
method to better understand the crisis of democracy in Brazil and in the world. Finally, an
understanding of these peculiar situations is proposed as a pathway to dissolve these tensions
so that the population can free itself from these anti-democratic ties and seek the
reconstruction of a more participatory, ethical and more democratic Brazil.

Key words: hate speech, information society, public policies, political polarization, Brazilian

democratic rupture.

Original article

INTRODUCTION. This article examines the
attacks on Brazilian democracy in recent years,
with a particular focus on the global economic
crisis of 2008, the Brazilian protests of 2013 and
some of the reasons behind them. It begins with
the assumption that the rise to power of the ex-
treme right-wing government in Brazil did not
happen suddenly or by coincidence, but was the
result of general public discontent over issues
such as corruption, the economic crisis and
doubts about political representation. This situa-
tion became the object of rapid analysis and con-
cern of the extreme right in Brazil, which began to
“sell” itself as a populist alternative and “outside
the mainstream of politics”.

To achieve this objective, an analysis was
carried out from the perspective of historical in-
stitutionalism, aimed at understanding how the
institutional organisations of a political communi-
ty structure and influence people’s behaviour; in
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this compass, economic crises and the emergence
of the information society, which have strongly
and directly connected people to each other, have
proved to be crucial instruments in the institu-
tional changes that have allowed the dangerous
rise of the far right in the country. Marx’s under-
standing of the cyclical and systemic crises of cap-
italism was used to understand the effects of the
2008 global subprime mortgage crisis on Brazili-
an society, which created a fertile environment
for the 2013 protests and what Castells calls the
rupture of trust between the rulers and the ruled:
a crisis of political legitimacy. This environment
allowed the far right to gain strength in the na-
tional debate through hate speech and populism,
and thus to win the 2018 elections, providing the
time for the largest and most institutionalised
attack on Brazilian democracy.

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE
RESEARCH. This article deals with the weakening
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of Brazilian democracy and the rise of the ex-
treme right to political power in view of the crises
of capitalism and the protests in 2013. The cycli-
cal economic crises inherent in capitalism inter-
fere with democratic institutions and people’s
ideas, creating an environment conducive to the
emergence of populist leaders who, imbued with
divisive and hateful rhetoric (hate speech), take
advantage of the situation to come to power dem-
ocratically. Although the victory was democratic,
it resulted in an assault on democratic institu-
tions, public policies and minorities, leading to
authoritarian government projects that are illegit-
imate under the Federal Constitution. The shat-
tered Brazilian political environment, reflected in
the 2013 protests, demonstrated the process of
democratic crisis, which manifested itself in a dis-
gust with the political mainstream and the ac-
ceptance of reactionary and extreme right-wing
ideas.

METHODOLOGY. The article presents itself
as a theoretical study that uses bibliographic re-
search in the online press and publications as a
method, which materialises as an epistemological
fragment of the study, a theoretical framework
and a problematisation of how the crisis of capi-
talism affected the 2013 protests in Brazil and
how this allowed the far right to seize power, al-
beit democratically, using populism and hate
speech to divide the population and thus create
narratives that support their own ideas. The hy-
pothetical and deductive method was used to un-
derstand the hypothesis and problematisation
described above.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. Understanding the Brazilian reality: the
crisis of capitalism and its influence on the Brazil-
ian scenario

Brazil enters 2023 in shock, not only at the
end of four years of sustained attacks on Brazilian
democracy?, but also because, even with a new

1 It is noteworthy that, according to Lopes,
Meyer and Linhares (2020), the Bolsonaro govern-
ment is, from the beginning, characterized by accu-
sations of manipulation and concealment of data:
“The little appreciation for transparency, correct
and properly collected information for the formula-
tion of public policies and the corollary of social con-
trol of their implementation warned experts even
before the pandemic [...]. Its information manage-
ment contributed to erode Brazilian democracy and
placed the country in the epicenter of academic de-
bates about a third wave of democratic reversion,
taking as a reference the classic distinction of the
early 1990s [...]. This slow and gradual erosion,
masquerading as legality, affects - in different pro-

government in place, with a clear democratic bias,
it still witnessed coups and violence on 8 January,
orchestrated by leaders who sought to cause in-
stitutional instability to the point of considering
military intervention to prevent the installation of
a new government. In an interview with the
newspaper “Folha de Sdo Paulo”, Jorge Chaloub
(2022), researcher at the Federal University of
Rio de Janeiro (UFR]), categorically stated the link
between former president Jair Bolsonaro (2019-
2022, Liberal Party) and the global Extreme Right,
with the adoption of a posture that makes use of
conspiracy theories, encouragement, affection
and approach to military logic and aesthetics and,
above all, the inability to accept defeat.

In addition to these characteristics, it is im-
portant to note that extreme right movements are
also connected to populism. Populism in Brazil
rests on markedly unstable foundations, as it has
already been used both to designate the left and
the political right, as well as showing itself some-
times as a positive adjective and sometimes as a
negative one. In this sense, it was common to hear
that President Lula (2003-2010, 2023-, Workers’
Party) is a populist and that former President
Bolsonaro is also a populist. In fact, the 2018
presidential public debate was marked by the use
of the term “populism”, however, among the many
wrong associations that were made about this
term, there is one extremely wrong that equates
the listed rulers in equivalence. Although there
are traces of populist discourse in both, they are
totally different patterns of political-populist be-
havior, especially when the appreciation and re-
spect for the country’s democratic institutions is
highlighted: “In fact, it is difficult to compare Bol-
sonaro with any other democratically elected head
of state in our history. Even before reaching the
Presidency, his political career was already marked
by explicit defenses of torture, sterilization of the
poor and population control, by threats to close
Congress and embargo the Judiciary, and by the
propagation of the greatest homophobic, racist and
misogynistic atrocities. Once in power, Bolsonaro
repeatedly incited his militancy against parliamen-
tarians and judges, was completely lenient, not to
say conniving, with the spread of a deadly virus and
isolated the country from the rest of the world [...]”
(Barros, Lago, 2022, pp. 14-15).

In Brazil, it is appropriate to state that popu-
lism manifests itself in degrees, that is, one should
not make the analysis in terms of all or nothing, but
in what degree the action of a certain politician

portions and forms - both young and consolidated
democracies, and is generally conducted by elected
leaders”.
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conforms to a populist discourse or not. Barros
and Lago (2022) state that there are three strik-
ing features of populism: a) the first is a discourse
that opposes the “people” to the “elites”; b) the
second is its own aesthetics, populism is trans-
gressive and irreverent, appealing to a markedly
popular culture; c) third, it has the power to
change institutions.

In Brazil, the perception of crises and popular
discontent led the extreme right to imprison pub-
lic debate on issues that involve typical agendas of
populist and hate speech, hijacking the agenda in
favor of social polarization, persecution of minori-
ties, racism - in its structural, institutional and
recreational aspects (Almeida, 2020) - and other
themes that were used to literally divide and con-
quer Tupiniquim?! society. The populism of the
Brazilian extreme right pays attention then to the
three characteristics mentioned above: a) it calls
itself a representative of reactionary conserva-
tism, proposing the return of a repressive military
government, aligned with capitalism and with
guidelines of conservative customs - the so-called
“ patriots” or “good citizens” -, opposing to the
maximum degree the other people who do not
embark on the same ideas and are treated as left-
wing and, therefore, enemies; b) it is popular, a
right-wing movement that seeks to show itself
through public figures that exalt ignorance, con-
tempt for science, rudeness of character, humilia-
tion of opponents, misogyny, racism, homophobia
and many others negative characters that express
themselves mainly in hate speech; c) using popu-
lar support and winning elected office, this popu-
list extreme right-wing movement seeks to de-
construct public policies that had been in place
for decades, causing institutions to be profoundly
altered in their functioning and scope.

The democratic destruction that follows is si-
lent and systematic, testing Brazilian democracy
in its weak points, such as the assault against Law
12.527/2011 - Access to Information Law, an
undeniable republican achievement in favor of
transparency and collective auditability of gov-
ernment acts. In fact, the Bolsonaro government,
taking advantage of the sanitary and public health
crisis, edited the Provisional Measure 928 limiting
access to information from public agencies during
the State of Health Emergency declared due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. In this sense, it suffers from
serious material unconstitutionality: “Article 6 of
Law 13979/2020 provided for the suspension of

1 The vernacular “tupiniquim” is commonly
used in Brazil to refer to Brazilian society itself
through the expression of its traditional peoples, in
this case, the Tupiniquim indigenous people.

deadlines for answering requests for access to in-
formation in bodies whose employees were in
quarantine or telecommuting and that depended on
personal access by those in charge of answering af-
ter the end of the state of public calamity and ruled
out the acceptance of appeals against denials of an-
swers. With a manifestly anti-democratic character,
Provisional Measure 928 suffers from material un-
constitutionality. It restricts, in an unreasonable,
arbitrary, and unnecessary way, the fundamental
right to information and transparency, creates ob-
stacles to the political participation of citizens,
making it difficult to control governmental acts at
a time that requires visibility. It points to a past in
which there was a culture of opacity in the man-
agement of information of public interest, embed-
ded in an authoritarian culture that permeates
Brazilian history, especially in the context that pre-
ceded 1988 [...]” (Lopes, Meyer, Linhares, 2020,
pp. 99-100).

Friedrich (2022) similarly warned of contin-
uous attacks on e-voting in Brazil during the 2022
elections, when then-President Bolsonaro insisted
on spreading fake news about fraud in the elec-
tronic electoral process, without providing any
evidence. The use of this type of narrative, which
was also observed in the 2016 and 2020 elections
of Donald Trump, is materialising as a global
trend that involves the manipulation of the truth
through electoral disinformation methods that
aim, in extreme cases where weakened democrat-
ic institutions allow it, to overturn election re-
sults: “This is not the first time Bolsonaro has re-
sorted to election-denial techniques: federal police
in Brazil determined that he had a “direct and rele-
vant” role in spreading disinformation about elec-
toral processes in the 2018 general elections, in
which he ultimately won the presidency. But with
polls indicating that he is more likely to face defeat
this year, Bolsonaro is poised to test the resilience
of Brazil’'s democratic institutions in new and
alarming ways” (Friedrich, 2022).

But the whole story of these radical changes
in Brazilian politics, which at first takes the read-
er to the year 2018 and the rise of the extreme
right in Brazil, does not reveal the whole truth
behind these results. But the whole story of these
radical changes in Brazilian politics, which initial-
ly takes the reader to 2018 and the rise of the far
right in Brazil, does not reveal the whole truth
behind these results. Brazil, as common sense
dictates, has not become a country with radical,
racist and fascist connotations year after year. It is
a process that stems from the very political insta-
bility resulting from the transition from a military
dictatorship to a democratic government (1964-
1985) without a critical look at the past - with a
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view to understanding mistakes, repairing dam-
age and punishing excesses - having been done.

Soares, Simdes and Romero (2020) explain
that the social strain that drives countries like
Brazil into the arms of the extreme right stems
from the well-known cyclical crises of capitalism,
which are established as ways of responding to
the exponential increase in contradictions forged
by capital itself. Using the words of Karl Marx
(2013, p. 130), there is the idea that the capitalist
system should cyclically enter periods of crisis
and, above all, large and systemic crises, as socie-
ties become more economically dependent and
interconnected: “The movement of capitalist socie-
ty, full of contradictions, reveals itself to the practi-
cal bourgeois, in a more forceful way, in the vicissi-
tudes of the periodic cycle that modern industry
makes up and in its culmination: the general crisis”.

The methodological inflection point used to
understand institutional changes in Brazilian poli-
tics is the use of the so-called Historical Institu-
tionalism. Sanders (2006) explains that, after the
institutional crises that followed World War 1I,
political science began to be guided by analyzes
borrowed from economics that center on the fig-
ure of people (and groups) as rational agents who
make rational choices, hence it be called the Ra-
tional Choice model. In general terms, this way of
understanding social and political interactions
focuses on the fact that individuals have their
preferences and, to achieve them, they make use
of utilitarian strategies that aim to maximize
them. However, Institutional Rationalism was not
able to satisfactorily explain the recognized mala-
daptation of institutions to social and economic
realities over the years, especially after long peri-
ods of stability. A proof of this can be found in the
1960s and 1970s, in the social and economic field,
in which crises of customs and of the capitalist
economy itself are documented, challenging the
prevailing institutional model (Welfare State).
This collapse gives rise to the rediscovery of the
determinacy, in a State, of public institutions and
their relative autonomy in relation to civil society:
“.. the perception that public institutions were
more than “black boxes” processing demands from
Society by turning them into policies” (Sanders,
2006, p. 42).

The historical institutional perspective is,
therefore, more concerned with structural as-
pects that involve the constitution, maintenance,
and adaptation of institutions than with the par-
ticular and individual integrations that make up
the microcosm of study of the Rational Choice
method. In this sense, the understanding of insti-
tutional structures must be operated in terms of
objectives that are hidden under personal motiva-

tions, which makes the approach less selfish and
more focused on a public dimension. In addition,
when thinking about composite goals about col-
lective action, results and persistence, one also
comes to the perception that, in order to achieve
them, it is necessary to equally reflect on ideas,
which are a diametrically opposed category to
individual preferences or awareness of the rules,
because certainly “Ideas are relational, and often
embody normative a prioris” (Sanders, 2006,
p- 42). But, the most important thing when think-
ing about ideas and not about personal prefer-
ences is the awareness that those have greater
adherence to mobilize collective efforts by social
groups that want to create or change a public in-
stitution. From this perspective, and for the study
here in progress, an institution represents a con-
struct developed for the purpose of controlling
subsequent human actions. Then, for the histori-
cal approach, the institution must be evaluated as
this normative construction that is historically
strengthened, which implies that the investigator
needs to “look at the past”, a concept that is well
reproduced in the notion of path dependence: “
the consequence or decision is formed in a specific
and systematic way by the historical path that pre-
cedes it” (Piaia, Cervi, 2018, p. 74).

Understanding Brazil today, its political po-
larization and the rise of the extreme right to
power in 2018 requires looking to the past and,
especially, to the economic crises that paved the
way for these disastrous institutional results to
occur.

Soares, Simdes and Romero (2020) explain
that the economic oil crisis of 1973 directly af-
fected the popular justification of the Social Wel-
fare State, creating an antagonistic movement
that took shape mainly in the 1980s and that red-
imensioned the discussion of the collectivity in
reference to democracy, human rights, and pro-
jects of social emancipation. Austerity policies
and state reorganization in relation to the global
capitalist system spread throughout the world’s
economies causing an undeniable setback in
economic, social and cultural rights. Added to
this conjuncture, as a factor influencing institu-
tional change, was the financial crisis of 2008 in
the USA and, likewise, the already installed secu-
rity crisis — especially intensified after the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001 -, gradually
importing restriction of civil and political rights
and giving rise to a tense political environment
that is naturally predisposed to the strengthen-
ing of extreme right-wing ideas, especially the
rhetoric of hate.

The design of this last systemic crisis of capi-
talism originates in the US but given the globalized
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world political-economic organization?, it soon
spreads to other democracies throughout the
globe, both in Europe and in Latin America. The
most direct consequence of the crisis is distrust
in current political institutions and the search
for new spaces for manifestation and construc-
tion of lost or denied social and economic expec-
tations. There is a breaking point in prevailing
institutions. Liberal democracies began to be
questioned regarding the participation of large
portions of the population in their benefits and,
in a context in which progressive ideas had lev-
eraged some minority rights (blacks, women,
homosexuals, the LBTQIA+ population etc.), the
great “loser” turned out to be the ever-dominant
“white man”: “Suddenly, white men realized that
nobody talked about their identity. And more, that
the other ones identities were defined as contest-
ing the supposedly dominant identity: the patriar-
chal identity of the white man” (Castells, 2018,
p. 51). This leads to a counteroffensive that
translates into the easy co-option of a large part
of the population to extremist ideals, especially
dictated by populist, nationalist, fascist and rac-
ist tones.

It is important to highlight once again, that
the subprime crisis of 2008 began in the central US
economy and spread throughout the world, also
reaching peripheral economies such as Brazil.
This is because it began with the crisis of bank
borrowers who were classified as subprime that
is, they did not have guarantees, proof of income
or even a favorable credit history to guarantee
loans linked to the purchase of real estate. When
making such loans, financial institutions made use
of mortgage contracts in which the guarantee was
embodied in the mortgaged property itself. These
contracts were also securitized and traded in the
financial market. At first, bank fees were low and
US consumers were able to maintain their com-
pliance, however, given that they were supposed
to rise after a certain period, such an increase
caused the default of many borrowers - without

1 As pointed out by Lima and Deus (2013), one
can identify three phases of what is called financial
globalization: the first, from 1960 to 1979, charac-
terized by being an indirect and limited process in
which the international financial market coexists
with other systems closed and already regulated
monetary and financial markets; the second covers
the period from 1980 to 1985 and stands out for
being the time when the US implemented policies of
deregulation and financial liberalization; the third,
broader one, begins in 1986 and is characterized by
the generalization of arbitration, opening and de-
regulation of stock exchanges.

guarantees that the credit would be recovered -
leading to, in a chain effect, the loss of value of
securitization bonds as well. Its vertiginous fall
initiates a movement away from risk and sequen-
tially the established negative environment,
which is known to guide investor decisions, be-
gins the fall of other securities as well, also con-
taminating other economies throughout the plan-
et (Lima, Deus, 2013).

In Brazil, although the government and the
stability of a scenario of strong economic growth
have lessened the effects of this crisis, two direct
effects could be felt in the economy: the shortage
of international credit and the rapid devaluation
of the Brazilian currency, the Real. Due to the first
negative effect, the Brazilian government severely
restricted credit in the economy, making business
activity must recalculate its production and in-
vestment plans, bringing about an immediate
economic slowdown. The devaluation of the Real,
in turn, caused considerable damage to sectors
linked to exports, destabilizing the Brazilian
economy (Lima, Deus, 2013).

In terms of analyzing measures that could be
adopted to contain the crisis, it is possible to list
seven outstanding adjustments that could be used
to contain its effects (Lima, Deus, 2013): a) ex-
pansion of liquidity in the market; b) restructur-
ing of the financial sector (bankruptcies, judicial
reorganizations, mergers etc.); c) total or partial
nationalization of financial agents; d) government
guarantee of loans, deposits and financial invest-
ments; e) use of expansionary monetary and fiscal
macroeconomic policies (reduction of interest
rates and expansion of public spending); f) ex-
change currency control; g) measures aimed at
mitigating the social impact of the recession (wel-
fare policies in general). Brazil adopted its
approach in all measures, but it is possible to
highlight more actions aimed at: a) expanding
liquidity in the market, €) expansionist monetary
and fiscal macroeconomic policies and f) exchan-
ge currency control.

We have now reached an important turning
point. By emphasizing government action to help
agents who directly move a capital economy and
who thus, quickly suffer the effects of a global jolt
like that of 2008, the Brazilian government left
aside the possibility of investing more generously
in the seventh measure listed, the one aimed at
mitigating the social impact of the recession. This
is especially true when considering the years fol-
lowing the acute phase of the crisis, which culmi-
nated in a government that would face the in-
crease in hate speech and political polarization
and which, in the end, would end bitterly in an ill-
fitting and clearly coup-like (Souza, 2022)
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impeachment of then-President Dilma Rousseff?
(2011-2016, Workers’ Party). This situation,
compounded by corruption scandals, the demand
for more democracy and the fulfillment of the
democratic promises of the Brazilian Federal
Constitution of 1988, instilled social forces, now
brought together by emerging social networks, to
take to the Brazilian streets in 2013 in protest. It
is these protests that give the strength and es-
sence of the political radicalization that already
exists since the crisis of capitalism in 2008, and
that would culminate in the victory of the extreme
right in the presidential elections of 2018.

2. The rise of the extreme right in Brazil: the
democratic crisis, political polarization and hate
speech in Brazil

Castells provides a clear and disturbing out-
line of the complex times in which we live, and in
which multiple crises are flourishing around the
world. Right at the opening of his work Rupture,
he is dramatically prophetic: “Evil winds blow on
the blue planet. Our lives falter in the maelstrom
of multiple crises”. When dealing with crises, he
reports the existence of a global economic crisis,
which culminates in precarious work and low
wages; a security crisis, with fanatical terrorism,
which spreads fear and admits, in the name of
public security, the restriction/loss of important
fundamental/human rights; an environmental
crisis, with the constant degradation of the envi-
ronment and the shaping of a future that is in-
creasingly hostile to life; a peace crisis, with the
return of wars in the detriment of diplomacy as a

1 Souza describes moralism and the quest for
maintaining economic elites in power as the main
reasons for the 2016 coup. In Brazil there is an elite
owner of capital and power that insists on maintain-
ing, directly or indirectly, its institutional power
over other social classes: "The policies of the Work-
ers' Party (PT) governments of social assistance,
income transfer, social and racial quotas, and en-
couragement of university study have meant per-
haps the greatest effort of social inclusion of the
marginalized class in our country” (Souza, 2022,
p. 102). For the author, this possibility of continuity
of income distribution and reduction of social ine-
qualities led to the reaction of the rich Brazilian
elite, creating an environment in which moralism
around improbable questions about corruption and
taking advantage of the 2013 demonstrations
plummeted the popularity of President Dilma and
enabled her loss of strength with the Brazilian Par-
liament, allowing, in the end, an impeachment pro-
cess based on unbelievable fiscal accounting issues.
In other words, an accounting excuse was used to
execute a cunning political removal of the then pres-
ident of Brazil.

means of conflict resolution; a crisis of equality,
with increasing violence against women, who still
seek space for material equality in a world creat-
ed and dominated by men; an epistemological
crisis of truth, with a communication galaxy gov-
erned by lies now known as post-truth; a privacy
crisis, with the end of privacy and the insertion of
humanity in an era of surveillance and economy
of personal data, objectifying people; a cultural
crisis, outlined and controlled by the notion of
entertainment, which seeks to stimulate the most
despicable instincts of human beings and consti-
tutes itself under the commercialization of what is
worst in humanity (Castells, 2018).

All these specters of crisis could be seen
throughout the constitution of the Brazilian social
and political debate, especially after the already
reported protests of 2013. But there is yet anoth-
er crisis which for Castells (2018), is even deeper,
more decisive, and which makes it impossible to
adequately address all these listed instabilities: the
democratic crisis, tinged by the loss - rupture - of
trust between rulers and ruled: “Distrust in insti-
tutions, almost everywhere in the world, delegit-
imizes political representation and, therefore,
leaves us orphans from a shelter that projects us in
the name of the common interest”. Vieira (2018)
highlights two conflicts in Brazil that were decisive,
as they marked this democratic crisis: a) the grow-
ing tension in the so-called Brazilian coalition pres-
identialism, which deteriorated from 2005 on-
wards, and the system of control and enforcement
of the law (Judiciary, in particular), which became
more autonomous, creating a clash between the
political and legal classes; b) dissatisfaction with
the distributive nature of certain public policies, in
which there is tension between what is spent on
rights related to citizenship and social inclusion
and what is spent on maintaining the privileges
and interests of specific classes.

In Brazil, the 2008 crisis of capitalism and the
measures taken by the government to contain its
pernicious effects - prioritizing safeguarding the
economic actors - seem to have contributed to
the worsening of the political legitimacy crisis
that the country faces to some extent since re-
democratization. People especially the classes
that lost power the most, or that least participat-
ed in the social and developmental promises aris-
ing from the Federal Constitution of 1988, be-
came less and less patient with the changes that
happened and that did not happen. Centered on a
liberal-representative model, with a markedly
formalist stamp, the Brazilian democratic model
is content to obey the procedural links of legiti-
macy of this representativeness, leaving aside -
or postponing as much as possible - the possibility
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of participation or rather of real inclusion of mi-
norities historically excluded from the political
decision-making process from the acquisition of
citizenship and rights and the concrete insertion
in the benefits of a Democratic State: “The im-
portant thing is to bear in mind that the hegemonic
model of liberal-representative democracy, being
centered on the exercise of voting, guarantees a very
delicate bond between citizens and power, often re-
sembling a “blank check” given to the political class
and revised periodically, every four to eight years”
(Devos, Walker, Porcitincula, 2021, p. 119).

Although it is not appropriate to generalize
given the complexity of the Brazilian political cri-
sis, for the purposes of the present investigation it
is quite correct to state that the growing immobili-
ty of Tupiniquim democracy in the matter of pro-
moting effective popular participation was one of
the causes - in addition to corruption, of the use of
social media to propagate lies, of hate speech etc. -
which leveraged the June 2013 protests. The lack
of participation and political immobility gradually
generated distrust among the people in relation to
the political class (the result of the legitimacy crisis
of liberal-representative democracy), a condition
that it can be summarized in the slogan used by the
people at the protest: “it doesn’t represent me”.

In this situation, in which several factors
produce a feeling of abandonment and mistrust in
relation to liberal democracy, these feelings are
assimilated by segments of the extreme right
which take advantage of general discontent to
seduce parts of society with their ultraconserva-
tive, xenophobic, homophobic and racist ideas.
The polarization between conventional politics
and ultra-rightist ideas colored elections around
the world, especially after the 2008 crisis, and can
be easily seen in the rivalries between Donald
Trump and Hillary Clinton, Emmanuel Macron
and Marine Le Pen, Angela Merkel and the AfD
far-right party and, in Brazil, by the election of Jair
Bolsonaro (Soares, Simdes, Romero, 2020).

Together with this political crisis therefore, a
promising environment for hate speeches is es-
tablished, especially those that take advantage of
the loss of cultural identity due to globalization.
The crisis grows because there is no political in-
tention to insert everyone in a world that is eco-
nomically, socially and culturally guided by new
technologies and other ways of commodifying
everyday life, especially by transforming personal
data into economic assets. Castells (2018, p. 19),
astutely points out that excluded from economics
and politics individuals tend to take refuge “.. in
an identity of their own that cannot be dissolved by
the vertigo of global flows”. Their identities then
converge on dangerous crutches: the nation - and

nationalism; the territory - and xenophobia; the
personal god - and to religious intolerance; the
prejudice - and the resulting racism.

Social and progressive changes proved insuf-
ficient for some and caused a sense of loss in oth-
ers. Public policies based on material equality and
on the inclusion of minorities aimed in the Lula
and Dilma Governments at composing the classes
most alien to democratic progress with the bene-
fits that were completely denied to them before,
but this also caused an opposite effect of revolt in
the country's middle and upper classes : “It can be
seen that, in 2013, the demonstrations that took
place throughout Brazil gave rise to the so-called
new right. [...] an extremist right... that makes any
dialogue or promotion of human rights unfeasi-
ble, because it is linked to an agenda, purely, of
customs” (Soares, Simdes, Romero, 2020, p. 217).

In view of this a division was increasingly es-
tablished in political discourse, a dichotomous
classification that guided by hate, dominated by
new media and quickly apprehended by the ex-
treme right became toned among “good citizens”:
patriots, conservatives, Christians, liberals etc.;
and the others, no matter what they are: the ene-
mies of the country, the communists, the left, in
short, those who do not conform to the new heg-
emonic discourse.

Chetty and Alathur (2018, p. 110) conceptu-
alize hate speech as any speech that attacks an
individual or a group with the intent to hurt, harm
or disrespect because of their identity as a person.
There is a clear connection between hate speech
and prejudiced practices such as racism and Is-
lamophobia, for example (Lima Jr., Hogemann,
2023). The European Court of Human Rights
points out a very expressive definition of what
can be considered hate speech: “.. covering all
forms of expression which spread, incite, promote or
justify racial hatred, xenophobia, anti-Semitism or
other forms of hatred based on intolerance, includ-
ing: intolerance by aggressive nationalism and eth-
nocentrism, discrimination and hostility against mi-
norities, migrants and people of immigrant origin”.

In this sense, hate speech must also be un-
derstood within the limits of its relationship with
the Right to Freedom of Expression, which is a
Human Right expressly enshrined in the Brazilian
Constitution and, therefore, made a Fundamental
Right in Article 5, IX: “the expression of intellectu-
al, artistic, scientific and communication activity
is free, regardless of censorship or license”. How-
ever, the use of freedom of expression cannot be
an instrument for attack and violence against oth-
er individuals due to race, ethnicity, gender, as
this would be against the very democratic nature
of the State, incurring a serious threat to the
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rights of these people and groups. It would also
incur in the so-called paradox of tolerance de-
scribed by Popper (2018), given that an unlimited
tolerance in the name of freedom of expression
would entail the certain disappearance of tolerance
itself and, consequently, of freedom of expression.

In Brazil, in addition to the already men-
tioned succession of economic crises and the rup-
ture resulting from a serious democratic crisis -
materialized in the distrust of people about the
mainstream of politics, the politicians by profes-
sion -, hate speech was without a doubt the mor-
tar that conferred robustness to the movement of
ascension to the extreme right. And in this, the role
of a character Olavo de Carvalho! was essential for
the replacement of critical debate of ideas by curs-
ing, by the posture of war and destruction of those
who are “on the other side”. Even today, the na-
tional debate around controversial issues, such as
crime and public security policies, for example, is
soon absorbed by the hate speech that rises against
blacks, homosexuals, transsexuals, transgenders,
immigrants and all sorts of figures that are on the
agenda listed as enemies of the homeland.

Rocha (2021) explains that the Brazilian ex-
treme right materialized in the then Bolsonaro
government imposed a cultural war that made
(and still makes) intense use of the rhetoric of
hate in the way taught by Olavo de Carvalho since
the 1990s to create an environment of social cha-
os, paralysis of important public policies and the
so-called ideological illiteracy: “..the denial of real-
ity and contempt for science..”. In addition, the
author alerts to what he calls a generational rift
(2021) that imposed a new situation: the unex-
pected emergence of a right-wing youth, capable
of making good use of social networks and capa-
ble of organizing popular street movements. The
growth of this discursive logic replaces what is a
fact with what is a personal belief, creating a so-

1A short biography can be found at www.
ebiografia.com: “Olavo de Carvalho (1947-2022)
was a Brazilian writer and journalist. He was con-
sidered a controversialist and one of the few repre-
sentatives of conservative thinking in Brazil. He was
an influencer of supporters of Jair Bolsonaro. Olavo
de Carvalho wrote and edited the online newspaper
Midia sem Mascara. His criticism focuses on the fight
against communism, the Brazilian intellectual mi-
lieu, left-wing groups and the so-called New World
Order”. (2023, March) Ebiografia. https://www.
ebiografia.com/olavo_de_carvalho/#:~:text=
Olavo%20de%20Carvalh0%20%281947-2022%
29%20f0i%20um%20escritor%20e,Brasil.%20Foi
%?20influenciador% 200f%20supporters%200f%
20]Jair%20Bolsonaro.

cial environment in which people do not accept
being contradicted, do not delve deeper into the
investigation and understanding of the facts, cre-
ating a status of belief in these figures that propa-
gate the rhetoric of hate.

Although not extinguished in these proposi-
tions, these were some of the conditions that led
the extreme right to power in Brazil. Hate speech
and fake news still has its strength and presence
in the Brazilian public debate, especially now as it
is primarily done without intermediaries through
social networks and fast and direct communica-
tion over the internet.

Brazil imposed however and under the effort
of millions of people, an important defeat to the
extreme right and to the anti-democratic dis-
course. But there is still much to be done to dis-
rupt a model of democratic subversion such as
the one we see today. As Friedrich explains “De-
mocracy’s resilience depends on the ability of its
various, decentralized components to rally to the
defense of any single institution that comes under
attack. To turn back an antidemocratic assault on
Brazil’s elections, the judiciary, civil society, the
media, and tech companies must commit to work-
ing together to ensure that Brazilian voters have
access to reliable information and are protected
from online harms - including disinformation, in-
timidation, and incitement - that could have grave
consequences for their political rights and physical
security”. So, only freedom of expression, polite
debate about ideals, ethics and respect can pro-
vide some way in this direction.

CONCLUSIONS. Like most of the nations of the
Global South and North, Brazil is also experiencing
a serious institutional crisis today. Although the
worst has passed and the condition of true interna-
tional pariah has remained with the past govern-
ment, there is still a long way to go for the trail of
destruction over Democracy to be erased.

The present study reveals how the systemic
crises of Capitalism alter public institutions - also
modifying relevant public policies - making the
population submit themselves to cycles of losses,
reflections and not infrequently of revolt. These
uprisings, when led by populist and anti-
democratic ideas and people, are directed against
the State institutions themselves creating an envi-
ronment conducive to the emergence of hateful
rhetoric that instead of quelling social and eco-
nomic problems focuses on maintaining the peo-
ple in a constant state of excitement, looking for
fictitious culprits: enemies to be fought with the
use of verbal violence (hate speech) and, some-
times, even physical violence (hate crimes, terror-
ism). In short, historical institutionalism was a
major tool for the perception of a great influence
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of the economic, social, and political conjunctures
of the past (path dependence), responsible for the
creation of a social ethos of institutional ac-
ceptance of a capitalist elite that remains in pow-
er at any cost, and that does not admit any type of
public policy tending to alleviate the effects of
Brazil’s historic social inequality, can be seen in
the conduct of the 2013 protests that triggered all
the democratic problems faced years later with
the election of the extreme rightin 2018.

In addition to taking the focus away from the
real problems - the crises of capitalism, the inade-
quacy of public policies, the lack of material equali-
ty and social inclusion, among many others - hate
speech takes advantage of the bad and animosity
environment to leverage the populist homily of the
Far Right, eager to seek out culprits, to curb behav-
ior, to discriminate etc. Also it was noticed the ap-
pearance of a whole generation of individuals who
became familiar with the thinking of the Right,
which since 2003 had been assuming a never be-
fore seen role of opposition in Brazil. The polariza-
tion of politics and the rhetoric of hate on the other
hand, contributed to the dichotomous division that
disregards intermediate positions (such as the cen-
ter-right and the center-left ones), with the demo-
cratic right being practically engulfed by the ex-
treme right, identified with the reactionary, with
aesthetics and military culture, with speeches
against science and many times with racism, hom-
ophobia, misogyny etc,, acting in disfavor and plac-
ing several minorities in the condition of enemies
of the homeland. The identity of this Brazilian ex-
treme right with thinkers with pedantic and mes-
sianic discourses, such as Olavo de Carvalho, and
with supporting religious movements, made the
aversion to science even more acute and created a
plethora of followers who are not so concerned
with what it is, but with what they believe it to be,
thus showing the aura of belief that surrounds part
of Brazilian society even today, supporters of this
still very strong extreme right.

The solution to a crisis such as the one de-
scribed in Brazil must, finally, observe the various
problems highlighted and then seek the best possi-
ble solutions. On the one hand, there are the demo-
cratic institutions that have been severely ham-
strung over the last four years and yet have
remained intact in defense of the rule of law and the
1988 Federal Constitution. One of these institutions
is the Judiciary itself, materialized in the example of
the Brazilian Supreme Court, the Federal Supreme
Court, object of constant attacks by hate speech

and fake news and, in the extreme, through direct
violence of the invasion and depredation of January
8, 2023. The constant strengthening of these insti-
tutions is necessary for them to remain firm in
times when democracy is being stressed. A clear
example of this is the maintenance of job stability
for public servants, people who are responsible for
supervising the actions of citizens and politicians;
they are public agents who must have their convic-
tion and personal will guided by impersonality and
by the law, never by the passing will of the rulers.

On the other hand, there is still the serious
problem of citizens who apear to live in a parallel
reality, absorbed by bubbles of false information
and the half-truths that the internet and social me-
dia spread so much. Here we have a clear case of
the need for improvement in education for free-
dom and citizenship. This means that people need
to understand the social and moral values of living
in a democracy, as well as becoming aware of the
horrors that autocratic regimes — which preached
racism, sexism, homophobia, etc. - have imposed
on humanity stripped of its rights. The State needs
to strengthen educational public policies aimed at
clarifying democratic values, the importance of
truth and facts, the need for free and critical think-
ing and the formation of a citizen spirit in Brazilian
people. Without this there will be no strength in
the institutions that permanently protect them
from the anti-democratic assaults of the most var-
ied groups, among which, the extreme right.

Hate speech and fake news must be made fur-
ther clarified to the citizens through governmental
advertising campaigns and public policies that aim
to elucidate people about those matters, giving
them digital education so that they can understand
the value of truth in a free and rational debate, un-
derstanding that living in society is always seeking
agreement through civilized debate and not
through lies and violence (physical and verbal). For
this, it is too necessary that there be better regula-
tion and more inspection over the individuals and
groups that disseminate and finance fake news and
hate speech, also understanding the need for
schools, colleges, and other social agents of values
dissemination, such as the press, to elucidate the
important debate between freedom of speech and
hate speech. Social actions must be rethought by
governments, the press, NGOs (Non-Governmental
Organizations) and other public and private agents
who can adopt active postures in the fight against
these evils and in the engagement of citizens in
more democratic and cordial actions.
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BPA3W/IbCBKA JEMOKPATIA INIA YAAPOM: IIOIIYJIICTCBKI Y/IbTPAIIPABI,
EKOHOMIYHA KPU3A TA IPOTECTHU 2013 POKY B BPA3UJIII

MeTor0 JOCTiKeHHA € 3p0O3yMITH 3pOCTaHHA YJAbTpanpaBux y bpasuiii BOpoJ0OBX OCTaHHIX
YOTHUPbOX POKIB, 30KpeMa MiJi yac npe3useHTcbKkux BU6opiB 2018 poky. Bysio BUKopucTaHO
TeOopilo iCTOPUYHOTO iHCTUTYLIIOHAII3My, onicaHy CaHZepcoM, 1106 3po3yMiTH, 10 Lie He pall-
TOBa 3MiHa Y Opa3w/IbChbKil MOJITHULI, @ HACAIAOK Aill y MUHYJIOMY (3a/I€XKHICTb BiJ LJIAXY),
NOB’sI3aHMUX i3 KpHU3aMM KalliTaji3aMy, KpU3010 CyOGCTAHJAPTHOrO iMOTEYHOro KpeJUTyBaHH:A
2008 poky, Hallpy>KeHICTI0 y BIJHOCUHAX MDX Cy[0BOIO, 3aKOHO/IaBYOI0 Ta BUKOHABYOMO Tij-
KaMM BJIQJi, KpU30K0 AEeMOKpaTil Ta yJbTpanpaByUM IONYyJi3MOM, KOOPJUHOBAHUM MOBOIO
HEHABUCTI B coljia/IbHUX Mepexax. lle aKkTyasbHO, OCKIJIbKU 1iell aBTOPHUTApHUM MOBOPOT Y
Bpasunii 6yB abcostoTHO Ge3npelieIeHTHUM, OCKIJIbKY BiIOYyBCsl He 3a JONOMOTr00 CUJU YU
TaHKIB Ha BYJIMLAX, a 3a JONOMOrOK JeMOKpaTUYHUX IHCTPYMEHTIB, JEeMOHCTPYIOYH, L0
KpaiHi aHTHU/IeMOKPAaTHU4HI MpaBi BUKOPUCTOBYIOTD iHILI iHCTPYMEHTH AJis1 34006y TTS MOJIi-
TUYHOI BJIaJi¥, BBOASYM B OMaHY, IEPEKOHYIOUH, TOJISPU3YIOYH Ta YCYBAIOYU 6y/b-IKY MOMJIH-
BiCTh IMPUX i paLlioHa/IbHUX Ae6aTiB. TaKKM YHHOM, Y CTATTi MPOJIEMOHCTPOBAHO, L0 CLieHapik
KpH3U KaliTany i HeBUKOHaHHS JeMOKpaTUYHUX 006iLsiHOK PefiepanbHoil KoHCTUTYLiT 1988 po-
Ky TM0CJabUIN 6pasuiibChKi JeMOKpPAaTHUYHI IHCTUTYTH 10 TaKol MipH, 1110 CTBOPUJ/IM TIOKOJIIHHSA
JIt0Jiel, He3a/l0BOJIEHUX CaMOI0 JIEMOKPATI€l0 i CXUIBHUX 10 IPUMHATTSA NOJITUYHUX CTaHAAp-
TiB, IOB’I3aHMUX i3 KpallHIMH TPaBUMH | aBTOPUTApPHU3MOM, a TAKOXK Te, 1110 OpasuIbCbKUN HApo,
CIIOKYLIEHUH MOBOIO BODOXKHeYi, fIKa € F'0JIOBHUM IHCTPYMEHTOM 3HHMINEHHSA [JeMOKPAaTHYHHUX
JebaTiB y kpaiHi. fk 3aci6 npunrHeHHs L€l GUTBYM HAPAaTUBIB y CTATTi 3alIPONOHOBAHO 3Mill-
HEeHHsI JIEMOKPAaTUYHHUX IHCTUTYTIB, pery/iloBaHHs COljja/IbHUX Mepex i3 HeoOXiAHICTIO CTpUMY-
BaHHS MOBH BOpOXKHeui, po3’siCHEHHS HaceJIeHHIO Yepe3 OCBITY i N06yA0BY JleMOKPaTUYHHUX Ta
€TUYHUX IJIAXIB, AKI MOXKYTb IIPUBECTH [0 NIPAMOI y4acTi HApoAy B MOJIITHLL.

Karouoei cnosa: mosa soposicHeti, iHghopmayitiHe cychinbecmaso, depacasHa noaimuka, noaimu-
YHA NOAAPU3AYIs, 6PA3UALCLKUL OeMOKPAMUYHUL PO3pUS.
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