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VERBAL AGGRESSION: LINGUISTIC AND LEGAL ASPECT

The article examines the phenomenon of verbal aggression as a linguistic and legal problem
which, under certain conditions, can be qualified as an administrative or criminal offence. The
verbal aggression is defined as a conscious communicative strategy aimed at achieving certain
goals through the use of language. Theoretical aspects of communication strategies are
characterised. The key characteristics, forms of manifestation and consequences of verbal
aggression in the context of interpersonal communication are analysed. Various forms of
verbal aggression are considered, including insults, threats, criticism, irony, manipulation and
ignoring. Particular attention is paid to the analysis of linguistic means used to implement
verbal aggression as a communication strategy. The lexical, syntactic and stylistic features of
aggressive statements, as well as their impact on the emotional state of the interlocutor are
identified.

The term “offence committed verbally” in the context of legal linguistics is considered, and its
difference from more established concepts such as “hate speech” or “verbal aggression” is
emphasised. It is noted that the development of jurisprudence contributes to a detailed
analysis of speech actions that may have legal significance.

The main attention is paid to the characterization of offences committed verbally through the
components of their legal qualification, in particular, the object, objective side, subject and
subjective side. The public danger associated with their information impact on public relations,
in particular, human rights, public order, state security and interests of justice, is considered.
The linguistic expertise is analysed as an important tool for determining legally significant
statements.

The article also deals with the issues of enshrining verbal offences in the criminal and
administrative legislation of Ukraine. Examples of articles of the Criminal Code of Ukraine and
the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences regulating liability for aggressive speech acts,
including threats, harassment and calls for offences, are provided. It is noted that an important
aspect of law enforcement is to take into account the context of statements, their content and
possible consequences.

The importance of further development of interdisciplinary approaches to the analysis of
verbal offences is emphasised, which will allow for a more effective classification of such acts
according to their semantic model. The emphasis is placed on the need to systematically
consolidate the concept of ‘verbally committed offence’ in legal and scientific doctrine to
ensure an adequate legal assessment of such phenomena.

Keywords: verbal aggression, legal linguistics, crime, offence, violence, harassment, legal respon-
sibility.

Original article

INTRODUCTION. The decline in the level of
culture of speech in the Ukrainian-language me-
dia space, the growth of political freedom in socie-
ty, freedom of speech and the development of digi-
tal technologies have led to both positive and
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negative trends in the development of the modern
Ukrainian language. Verbal aggression as a form
of interpersonal communication is becoming in-
creasingly widespread in modern society. It mani-
fests itself in various forms - from insulting
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statements and humiliation to threats and black-
mail. The relevance of the study of verbal aggres-
sion in this research is due to a number of factors
that reflect the current challenges and needs of
society in the field of law and language. In today’s
world, there is an increase in the use of verbal
aggression, in particular hate speech, to incite
hatred and discrimination on various grounds,
such as race, nationality, religion, sexual orienta-
tion, etc. Researching these phenomena is im-
portant for developing effective legal mechanisms
to counter hate speech and protect human rights.
The Internet and social media have become plat-
forms for the spread of verbal aggression, includ-
ing cyberbullying. A linguistic and legal analysis of
the peculiarities of verbal aggression in the online
environment is necessary to develop strategies to
combat these phenomena and ensure the safety of
users on the Internet.

The language used in legal proceedings is im-
portant for ensuring the fairness and comprehen-
sibility of judicial proceedings. The study of verbal
aggression in the legal context helps to identify and
prevent the abuse of language that may lead to vio-
lations of the rights of litigants. Legal linguistic ex-
amination of texts, including documents, testimo-
nies, and publications, is important for protecting
the rights of citizens, investigating offenses, and
resolving litigation. The study of verbal aggression
in texts makes it possible to identify signs of hate
speech, discrimination, and other forms of aggres-
sive speech that can serve as evidence in court. The
results of linguistic and legal studies of verbal ag-
gression can be used to improve legislation, in par-
ticular to develop more effective rules aimed at
combating hate speech, cyberbullying and other
manifestations of aggression in speech. Such re-
search contributes to raising public awareness of
the problem of verbal aggression and its conse-
quences, and serves as material for creating educa-
tional programs aimed at fostering a culture of re-
spect and tolerance.

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE
RESEARCH. The purpose of the article is to ana-
lyze the linguistic and legal aspects of verbal ag-
gression with a view to determining its legal con-
sequences as an offense. Realization of this
purpose entails the following tasks: 1) to define
verbal aggression in the legal and linguistic as-
pects; 2) to analyze the linguistic features of ver-
bal aggression; 3) to find out the specifics of
bringing to legal liability for an offense committed
verbally; 4) to classify offenses committed verbal-
ly. The object of scientific research is verbal ag-
gression as a phenomenon of linguistic and legal
analysis, and the subject matter is the linguistic
and legal characteristics of verbal aggression.
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LITERATURE REVIEW. The study of a ver-
bally committed offense as an interdisciplinary
phenomenon takes place at the intersection of
linguistics, law, psychology and sociology. Schol-
ars are actively analyzing the issues of legal lin-
guistics (jurisprudence), in particular the peculi-
arities of its development and functioning
(Kechedzhi, 2018), as well as the acquisition of
legal and linguistic competence by lawyers (Pra-
did, 2003).

In the linguistic aspect, a significant contribu-
tion to the study of verbal aggression was made
by L.Azhniuk (2024b), who examines hate
speech, as well as the semantic and pragmatic
features of statements that can qualify as offenses.
The author focuses on the differentiation of forms
of verbal aggression, analyzes its manifestations
and identifies lexical and grammatical markers of
threats, slander, and discriminatory statements.
Verbal aggression as a communicative strategy is
the intentional use of language to cause psycho-
logical harm to another person; it can manifest
itself in various forms: from direct insults to
veiled manipulations. A significant contribution to
the development of the theory and practice of
communicative linguistics was made by Ukrainian
linguist F. Batsevych (2000), who devoted his
works to various aspects of communication, in
particular, communication strategies. The scien-
tist interprets a communicative strategy as a con-
scious plan of the speaker to achieve a certain
goal in the process of communication, which in-
volves the choice of appropriate speech actions,
tactics and means of influence on the interlocutor.
The researcher emphasizes that the strategy is a
general direction, and tactics are specific steps for
its implementation. He distinguishes different
types of communication strategies depending on
the purpose, context, and participants of commu-
nication: these can be strategies of persuasion,
influence, conflict, cooperation, etc. The phenom-
enon of verbal aggression, which is characterized
by an open manifestation of the speaker’s opposi-
tion to the interlocutor and covers all types of
speech activities aimed at achieving dominance in
the process of communication, was studied in his
works by A. Zahnitko (2019).

From a legal point of view, the work of
V. Haponchuk (2021), who addresses the issue of
criminal liability for crimes committed verbally.
Particular attention is paid to international and
national legislative initiatives regulating hate
speech, public calls for violence and defamation.

In the linguistic aspect, a significant contribu-
tion was made by M. Bohoslovska (2009), who
studied the methods and principles of forensic
linguistic examination, and proposed various
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approaches to the analysis of speech acts in the
context of law enforcement. In particular, the
scholar considered the determination of the
speaker’s intention, the analysis of the context of
the statement and its impact on the audience, the
issue of digital communication and its role in the
spread of verbal aggression, which creates new
challenges for the legal system.

Thus, the current scientific literature demon-
strates a multi-vector approach to the study of a
verbal offense that combines linguistic and legal
analysis. Further research in this area will help to
improve the methods of forensic linguistic exami-
nation and develop effective legal mechanisms for
preventing verbal offenses.

METHODOLOGY. The main research meth-
ods are: the method of continuous selection - to
identify the linguistic means used to implement
verbal aggression in the Ukrainian-language me-
dia discourse; the method of observation - for
systematic and purposeful perception of the ma-
terial under study in order to comprehend its
properties; the method of intent analysis - to de-
termine the speaker’s intentions that form explic-
it and implicit communicative meanings; the
method of pragmatic analysis - to find out the
mechanisms of influence of language units on the
recipient; the method of discourse analysis - to
substantiate the conditionality of the use of certain
language units by extralinguistic factors; method of
jurisprudential analysis of texts - to identify, inter-
pret and evaluate the linguistic features of texts of
legal significance; method of analysis of legislation
- to interpret legal norms and clarify the peculiari-
ties of their application; analysis of normative legal
acts (in particular, the Criminal Code of Ukraine,
the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offenses) -
to study the provisions regulating liability for of-
fenses committed verbally; method of ascent from
the abstract to the concrete - to analyze verbal
from the general understanding of aggression as a
social phenomenon to its speech manifestations
that have legal consequences.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION. The beginning
of the twentieth century was a period of rapid
technological development, which significantly
affected the ways of communication. New plat-
forms emerged that quickly spread and changed
the nature of social interaction: forums, blogs,
social networks, and telegram channels. The inte-
gration of diverse users on these communication
platforms is a complex and multifaceted phenom-
enon that has a significant impact on modern so-
ciety. One of the defining characteristics of such
interaction is anonymity, which often leads to a
violation of communication ethics on the Internet
and causes verbal aggression.
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Online space is structurally similar to real
communication, and various means of communi-
cation are found at all levels of interaction. Virtual
communication is marked not only by linguistic,
cultural and social peculiarities, but also by an
emotional component that conveys the feelings
and experiences of its participants. In today’s so-
ciety, which is distinctly characterized by social
instability, an individual is often focused on satis-
fying his or her own needs and desires. Such be-
havior, which is recorded in the comments of
Ukrainian-language media discourse, can con-
tribute to the formation of communications that
are provocative.

Communicators perform a variety of speech
actions aimed at achieving communicative goals
using both verbal and non-verbal means, which
forms the basis of their communication strategies.
As B. Potiatynyk (2004, p. 119), the speech (com-
municative) strategy is the general intention of the
speaker, even a set of speech actions aimed at solv-
ing the main communicative goal, reflects the men-
tal plan of communication as a language and the
organization of speech in accordance with this plan.
The conditions of communication, personal charac-
teristics of the partners, and cultural traditions play
an important role. According to O. Semeniuk and
V. Parashchuk (2009, p. 22), “in a broad sense,
strategy should be understood as a general inten-
tion, a task on a global scale, a supertask of lan-
guage, and in a narrow sense as the result of organ-
izing speech behavior according to a pragmatic
guideline”. According to F. Batsevych (2000,
p. 138), a communicative strategy is “a chain of
decisions of the speaker, the choice of certain
communicative actions and linguistic means; reali-
zation of a set of goals in the structure of commu-
nication”. Within the framework of a communica-
tion strategy, speech and non-verbal influence on
the addressee is exercised in order to direct his or
her behavior in the direction desired by the ad-
dressee. The more important the communication
goal is for the initiator of the interaction, the more
thorough the analysis of the communication strat-
egy should be. At the same time, the communicator
must carefully develop his or her own methods of
representing this goal to a specific audience.

Presentational, manipulative and conven-
tional strategies are distinguished by O. Semeniuk
and V. Parashchuk (2009, p. 22), emphasizing that
“they also differ in the level of openness, sym-
metry and the way of communication; the presen-
tation type is a passive communication; the ma-
nipulative type is an active communication; the
conventional type is an interactive communica-
tion. Similarly, the main means for their realiza-
tion are as follows: for presentation - a message,
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for manipulation - a message, for convention - a
dialogue”.

In the process of studying textual content on
the Internet, it becomes obvious that language
strategy plays a key role in shaping and organiz-
ing the entire communication process, the pur-
pose of which is to achieve a certain long-term
result.

Verbal aggression as a communicative strat-
egy is one of the most prominent in Ukrainian-
language media discourse, manifested in the in-
tentional use of verbal means to achieve certain
goals, often at the expense of the emotional well-
being of others. Despite the fact that it is a deviant
form of communication, some people use aggres-
sion to establish control, manipulate, express an-
ger, frustration, call out, incite, and defend them-
selves.

Aggression is one of the most expressive
strategies, which is especially noticeable in com-
munication. It emphasizes the “friend or foe” an-
tagonism, which in comments reflects not only the
conflict between different groups of discourse par-
ticipants, but also reveals the internal heterogenei-
ty of the online community itself. Those whose po-
sition is consistent with the commenter’s views are
usually perceived as “their own”, while those who
hold alternative opinions are automatically classi-
fied as “outsiders”. This distinction often becomes
a source of linguistic aggression.

There are several different definitions of the
term “verbal (speech) aggression”. In a narrow
interpretation, aggression in speech is expressed
through a communicative act that replaces physi-
cal aggression. It can be an insult (including rude
language), mockery, threats, unkind remarks,
wishing evil, or categorical demands that ignore
generally accepted norms of etiquette. In the
broadest sense, verbal aggression encompasses
all forms of speech behavior aimed at establishing
dominance in communication. It is defined as the
speaker’s openly expressed opposition to his in-
terlocutor (Zahnitko, 2019). As emphasized by
M. Pejsert (2004, p. 31), “direct verbal aggression
is the one that expresses a negative attitude to-
wards a person, realized through the use of de-
rogatory vocabulary and with the use of neutral
vocabulary; implicit verbal aggression is directed
at the addressee, expressed in the form of speech
actions that disgrace and humiliate the authority
of the person; aggression not revealed in the con-
tent of the message follows from the analysis of
the context and situation accompanying the act of
speech”. According to A. Buss (1961, p. 25), verbal
aggression is “the expression of negative feelings
both through the form (quarrel, shouting, scream-
ing) and the content of verbal responses (threats,
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curses, swearing)”. The concept of verbal aggres-
sion also includes “a form of speech behavior
aimed at insulting or intentionally harming a per-
son, group of people, organization or society as a
whole” or “verbal rudeness to the interlocutor,
which is manifested in harsh, offensive words,
including obscenities, swearing, the use of mock-
ing intonations, a sharply negative assessment of
the interlocutor, unpleasant hints, rude irony,
etc.” (Malysheva, 2024).

Aggression can be manifested through vari-
ous means of linguistic expression. By studying
the comments of linguistic aggressors, it is possi-
ble to form the nature of interaction according to
the “addressee - addressee” scheme. However,
the realization of the pragmatic function is com-
plicated by the anonymity of commentators who
hide behind nicknames devoid of any personal
information. Under such conditions, the perlocu-
tionary effect, negatively directed at the author of
the post or the opponent in the comments, is most
often achieved through the use of pronouns. First
of all, it is necessary to define the peculiarities of
using the you-nomination. According to the norms
of language etiquette, the pronoun you is tradi-
tionally used when addressing older people, those
who hold a certain position or have a special title,
as well as strangers. It serves as a marker of po-
liteness, demonstrating respect on the part of the
speaker and emphasizing the formal nature of
communication. At the same time, first names
without prior agreement are often perceived as a
sign of disrespect and even considered rude: “You
hear me, you zabrobud laboratory assistant, you'd
better keep quiet” (Instagram, October 30, 2023).
The term “you-nomination” is usually used when
the author of a comment addresses another read-
er of the material who expresses opposing views.
In such a situation, you-nomination signals dis-
tancing and marking the opponent as an “outsid-
er’. At the same time, if the interlocutor shares
the opinions and assessments of the author of the
comment, the use of vi nomination is retained,
which emphasizes solidarity and respect in com-
munication: “janna_malinina: How beautifully you
let him down! 10 of 10 &” (Instagram, October 29,
2023). In these contexts, the pronoun you acts as
a kind of markers that outline the boundaries of
an acceptable and unacceptable cultural envi-
ronment. In such situations, the pronoun you can
acquire a connotative negative coloring within
such a contrast. In the sentence “teacher.aliona:
Yura, are you crazy?” (Instagram, October 29,
2023), we simultaneously record the use of the
personal pronoun you along with profanity, which
reduces the level of respect for the addressee,
reinforcing a negative assessment of his or her
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position. In some cases, speech aggressors deliber-
ately write the pronoun you with a lowercase let-
ter, thus emphasizing their disrespectful attitude
towards the interlocutor: “kyivlianka: You are an
asshole. Here’s an opinion about your shitty ‘track’
from a volunteer” (Instagram, October 29, 2023).

In the context of verbal aggression, we often
note the active use of profanity, which is openly
abusive. Usually, such linguistic units are modi-
fied to somewhat disguise their original form, but
the semantic essence of the word remains clear to
the recipient. To achieve this goal, individual let-
ters are often replaced with symbols or graph-
emes of the Latin alphabet, which ensures the
recognition of the content while partially veiling
its verbal design: “Let him kiss the Ukrainians in
the s@ck! We don’t care about his neo-fascist
greeting!”; “We need them to xy@ry you faster”
(Tabloid.pravda, May 9, 2022). This graphic tech-
nique is used to avoid problems with blocking
accounts due to the use of foul language. In addi-
tion, this design of well-recognizable language
elements significantly attracts additional atten-
tion of the audience.

There are a number of different formal fea-
tures that can be used to identify direct calls or
incitement to commit genocide (Article 442 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine (hereinafter - the CC of
Ukraine)1) or other crimes as a manifestation of
verbal aggression. Among the main markers that
contribute to the identification of such speech
constructions are the following:

1) verbs such as eradicate, destroy, eliminate,
prohibit, kill, call for, demand, etc., if they are used
in the context of statements that contain incite-
ment or incitement to actions that may be quali-
fied as genocide or other crimes: “@tanicca22:
only religious fanatics can be banned from same-
sex marriage, and everyone else can be allowed to
marry. I think this option will suit everyone” (In-
stagram, October 11, 2023); “tetianaboretska:
When will they be allowed to shoot them on the
spot?” (Instagram, February 17, 2023);

2) statements that have modal features con-
vey the author’s individual attitude to the calls or
proposals made by him/her. In such cases, the au-
thor uses language to demonstrate a personal
view, assessment, or level of confidence in the ne-
cessity or desirability of certain actions: “uiiiuu641:
God, it’s disqusting. Minefields need to be cleared
with her face” (Instagram, May 12, 2025);

3) the use of linguistic constructions contain-
ing euphemisms such as liberate, denazify or

1 Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. (2001). Criminal
Code of Ukraine (Law No. 2341-III). https://zakon.
rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14.
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purge, which actually mean actions such as mur-
der, repression or other forms of violence, be-
comes a tool for manipulation and justification of
violent actions. In particular, in the case of state-
ments calling for the illegal appropriation of terri-
tories or the total or partial destruction of certain
national, ethnic or other social groups, such lexical
forms function as a means of concealing the real
nature of such actions. Particular emphasis is also
placed on the use of repressive measures against
so-called political figures, which may indicate an
attempt to disguise punitive policies as political
expediency or necessity. In this sense, language
becomes not only a means of communication, but
also a tool for legitimizing violence and violations
of fundamental human rights: “@kuroneko9710:
How to denationalize Russia? Quite simply: with
thermonuclear weapons. Other methods will not
work” (YouTube, April 3, 2023); “Tadeusz Olech:
Nazi evil must be punished, Nazis must answer, must
be denazified” (Ukrainska Pravda, August 15, 2024);

4) the use of metaphors to replace statements
that call for violent actions, including murder and
other actions that may have signs of genocide or
other crimes, for example: “alenka_alekseevnal017:
How fucked up is shel kill her somebody!” (Insta-
gram, February 12, 2025); “Oksanapiastuk: It’s con-
tagious! A stump to the Russians!” (Instagram, Feb-
ruary 12, 2025);

5) the use of periphrases, for example: “Kate-
rina Grabovskaya: You bald headed shit, follow the
Russian warship! We don’t need people like you!”
(Facebook, February 1, 2025); “Irina: Let Trump
and Putin follow the Russian ship!!!” (Telegram,
March 1, 2025).

The psycholinguistic aspect, in particular the
concept of internal speech, plays an important
role in the definition of verbal offenses. Language
is not a separate category from thinking, but ra-
ther is directly included in the process of thought
formation. This is confirmed by the theory of the
speech-thinking process, which emphasizes the
interconnection of the cognitive and communica-
tive functions of language. Modern psycholin-
guists define meaning as a cognitive mechanism
for processing experience, a compromise between
linguistic units and thought structures, which is
directly related to the category of internal speech
(Koval, 2021).

The analysis of legal approaches to the dis-
tinction of verbal offenses indicates their opposi-
tion to non-verbal forms of offenses. The term
“verbal” comes from the Latin verbalis and means
verbal, linguistic, related to speech. It is used in
such well-established phrases as verbal communi-
cation, verbal aggression, and verbal communica-
tion. In the context of legal linguistic examinations,
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the concepts of “text” and “discourse” are often
used, which emphasizes the importance of analyz-
ing speech activity with regard to communicative,
socio cultural and cognitive factors. Offenses
committed through speech activities must contain
signs of aggressive behavior. It is speech aggres-
sion that is a key criterion for assessing the social
danger of such offenses (Haponchuk, 2021; Albo-
ta, 2019).

Scholars emphasize that verbality, on the one
hand, is an action (active, conscious, socially dan-
gerous, harmful, unlawful behavior of a subject)
as an objective side of an offense. Depending on
the nature of the impact on the object of the of-
fense, all actions are divided into physical and
informational. Informational actions involve the
transfer of information to other persons and are
always realized in verbal form. It is with the help
of such actions that verbal offenses are commit-
ted, including death threats, extortion and other
offenses that involve influence on the victim
through speech (Baulin et al., 2010).

On the other hand, verbalization is an op-
tional feature of the objective side of the offense
as a method of commission (Haponchuk, 2021).
However, in some articles of the codes, this fea-
ture is explicitly stated and acquires the status of
mandatory. In such cases, the absence of verbal
expression means the absence of the objective
side of the crime, and therefore the corpus delicti
as a basis for legal liability (Baulin et al,, 2010).

Undoubtedly, not every manifestation of ver-
bal aggression becomes an offense. Acts that do
not directly signal danger, but may be a back-
ground aspect of crime, remain outside the law.
For example, Ukrainian law criminalizes insult
and slander. Dictionaries contain many defini-
tions of the term “insult’, in particular: “1. Disre-
spectful statement, ugly act, etc. directed against
someone and causing him/her a feeling of bitter-
ness, emotional pain. 2. A feeling of bitterness, an-
noyance caused by someone’s disparaging word,
ugly act, etc. 3. jur. A crime consisting of intentional
humiliation of the honor and dignity of a person”
(Bysel, 2005, p. 815). The same dictionary defines
the term “slander” as “a lie spread with the intent
to defame, disgrace, or tarnish someone or some-
thing; the dissemination of false information” (By-
sel, 2005, p. 719). The systematic resolution of con-
flicts through threats, insults and slander,
especially in the virtual space, leads to the desocial-
ization of a person, and the lack of an appropriate
response from society and law enforcement agen-
cies creates a sense of impunity in a person, which,
in turn, can lead to more dangerous actions.

The definition of verbal aggression in the le-
gal field is a complex issue, as it concerns the bal-
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ance between freedom of speech and the protec-
tion of personal rights. In legal practice, verbal
aggression is considered a form of psychological
violence that can have serious consequences for
the victim.

Verbal aggression is a serious not only social
but also legal problem that can have significant
consequences for an individual, a group of indi-
viduals or society as a whole. In many cases, it
remains in the realm of ethical condemnation, but
under certain conditions it can qualify as an ad-
ministrative or criminal offense, which in the na-
tional legal literature is referred to as an “offense
(crime) committed verbally” (Haponchuk, 2021),
while emphasizing that this term, rather than
“verbal offense (crime)”, more accurately conveys
the verbal nature of offenses and allows them to
be associated not with the category of criminal act
in general, but with a specific case of violation of
the law.

According to N. Savinova (2014), the alloca-
tion of criminal offenses committed verbally is
due to their specific information impact on the
object of criminal legal protection. Such offenses
pose an increased public danger, since in modern
conditions information influences are of particu-
lar importance - as the basis of remote communi-
cations, they can serve as a means of psychologi-
cal preparation of the information-vulnerable
population for further real actions.

In this context, the term “verbal offense” is a
relatively new and still unfamiliar concept for the
general public, which is used to refer to destructive
forms of speech behavior. Unlike more established
terms such as “verbal aggression”, “hate speech”
and “political incorrectness”, which are studied
within the framework of pragmalinguistics, socio-
linguistics and language policy (Azhniuk, 2024a,
p. 311), the concepts of “verbal offense” and “ver-
bal crime” belong to the terminological apparatus
of legal linguistics and linguistic expertise.

The identification of offenses committed ver-
bally is directly related to the development of ju-
risprudence, an applied scientific discipline that
studies the peculiarities of legal speech and the
effective use of language in its various functional
forms and genres. One of the areas of this disci-
pline is the expert analysis of conflict texts, which
allows us to determine their legal significance.
Recently, linguistic expertise has been actively de-
veloping within legal linguistics. Linguistic exper-
tise is a specialized linguistic study of textual mate-
rials and other linguistic objects in order to
determine their legal significance. A statement
made orally or in writing under certain circum-
stances may be considered as an action that entails
legal consequences. The main subject of linguistic
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expertise is the text in the context of the relevant
discourse, communicative norms, their variations
and legally significant deviations from established
practices (Pradid, 2003; Kechedzhi, 2018).

Any form of verbal aggression is qualified as
an offense only if certain communicative condi-
tions and pragmatic factors are present. This oc-
curs when the statements, by their linguistic and
pragmatic features, meet the definition of the
concept of “offense committed verbally” as pro-
vided for by the Criminal Code of Ukraine and the
Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offences
(hereinafter - the CAO).

The term “offense committed verbally” has
not yet been clearly defined either in law or in
linguistics. The absence of its systematic consoli-
dation in the legal field is explained by the fact
that the verbal factor is an objective aspect of var-
ious offenses.

It is worth noting that the generally accepted
understanding of an offense is an unlawful, culpa-
ble and socially harmful (socially dangerous) act
(action or inaction) of a person with legal capacity
that entails legally defined negative consequences
for the offender. Its social significance is deter-
mined by the fact that such behavior is dangerous
for society, as it violates established legal rela-
tions and infringes on the rights, freedoms and
legitimate interests of subjects. The damage
caused by an offense may be of a different nature,
both material and moral, depending on the con-
sequences of the unlawful act and its public as-
sessment. Determining the degree of public harm
or danger of an offense is based on several crite-
ria, including the significance of the legal relation-
ship that was the object of the encroachment, the
amount of damage caused, the manner, time and
place of the act, and the identity of the offender.
Particular attention should be paid to the method
of committing the offense, in particular, whether
it posed a threat to others or was committed in a
generally dangerous manner (Tsvik et al., 2009).

Taking into account the theory of criminal or
administrative law, it should be emphasized that,
like any other offense, a verbal offense is charac-
terized by a certain composition, i.e., a set of ob-
jective and subjective features provided for by
law that determine the existence of legal liability
of the perpetrator - the object, objective side, sub-
ject and subjective side of the offense.

Analyzing the provisions of the CC of Ukraine
and the CAQ, it should be noted that the object of
a verbal offense is a legally protected social rela-
tionship that is subject to unlawful information
influence. Depending on the nature of the state-
ments and their content, such objects may include
human rights, freedoms and dignity, including
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honor, reputation and privacy; public order and
security, including public peace, moral founda-
tions of society and protection against disinfor-
mation political and national security, including
information security of the state, prohibition of
calls for violence, terrorism or incitement to ha-
tred; property, in the case of extortion or fraud
through manipulative statements; and interests of
justice, which may be violated by threats, pressure
on the court or investigation or false testimony.
Thus, the object of a verbal offense is determined
by the content and direction of the information
impact, as well as the potential harm that may be
caused to the relevant social relations.

Describing the objective side of a verbal of-
fense, scholars note that it is constituted by ac-
tions as a form of active speech behavior of the
offender, i.e. human behavior expressed in an ob-
jective form. Neither thoughts nor intentions or
desires that have not received external expres-
sion and have not led to a socially dangerous act
can be considered a crime (Haponchuk, 2021;
Brych, 2013).

Offenses committed by means of speech are
on the verge of being punished for an act and re-
stricting freedom of thought and expression. That
is why a clear categorization of such offenses is
necessary. If we consider language from the per-
spective of the activity approach, it should be rec-
ognized as a system of speech actions that per-
form a communicative function. Accordingly,
speech activity in offenses can be presented not
only as a way of committing them, but also as a
factor accompanying the offense.

The subject of an offense committed verbally
is a natural person of sound mind who has
reached the legal age of responsibility and is
aware of the nature of his or her actions. In some
cases, the subject may be a special person with a
certain status or authority, such as an official,
journalist or public figure whose communication
activities have a significant impact on society.

The key characteristics of the subject are
their ability to understand the content and conse-
quences of their own statements, awareness of
the socially dangerous nature of the act, and the
presence of direct intent or, in some cases, negli-
gence. Since a verbal offense is committed
through speech, written or media forms of com-
munication, the perpetrator may be any person
who uses these means to disseminate unlawful
information, in particular through public speech-
es, social networks, the press or other infor-
mation platforms. Thus, the subject of a verbal
offense is a person capable of bearing legal re-
sponsibility for his or her own statements and
their impact on public relations.



ISSN 1727-1584 (Print), ISSN 2617-2933 (Online). [Ipaso i 6e3neka - Law and Safety. 2025. Ne 2 (97)

The subjective side of an offense committed
verbally is characterized by the presence of direct
intent. Scientists note that the relevant corpus
delicti of an offense implies that a person is aware
of the socially dangerous nature of his or her own
actions (intellectual feature) and his or her desire
to commit this act (volitional feature). Since the
subjective side of any offense is assessed through
its objective features, in order to find a person
guilty of an offense committed verbally, it is nec-
essary to establish that he or she was aware of all
its objective characteristics, including the content
of the statements, the manner and consequences of
their dissemination. In addition, it is important to
prove that the person understood the social danger
of his or her actions and purposefully committed
them, which is a key sign of direct intent.

To summarize, we propose to understand a
verbal offense as a socially harmful (socially dan-
gerous) act committed through communication
activities.

In Ukrainian law, legal liability for aggressive
speech acts is provided for in the CC of Ukraine
and the CAO. The study of offenses is usually car-
ried out in accordance with the articles of the CC
of Ukraine - “Threat of murder” (Article 129),
“Threat of destruction of property” (Article 195),
“Calls for actions that threaten public order” (Ar-
ticle 295)1, and the CAO - “Committing domestic
violence” (Article 173-2), “Bullying (harassment)
of a participant in the educational process” (Arti-
cle 173-4), “Mobbing (harassment) of an employ-
ee” (Article 173-5), “Committing gender-based
violence” (Article 173-6), “Sexual harassment”
(Article 173-7)2, but much less often they use in-
terdisciplinary approaches that allow combining
offenses according to their semantic model.

Verbal offenses can be classified according to
various criteria. According to the legal nature and
object of the offense, there are the following of-
fenses committed verbally: against life and health
of a person; against the will, honor and dignity of
a person; against sexual freedom and sexual invi-
olability of a person; against public safety, etc.

Taking into account the semantic and legal
categorization, offenses committed verbally can
be grouped into general categories, including:
public calls (for aggressive war, violent change or
overthrow of the constitutional order), insult (to
the honor and dignity of a serviceman), threats

1 Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. (2001). Criminal
Code of Ukraine (Law No. 2341-III). https://zakon.
rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14.

2 Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. (1984). Code of
Ukraine on Administrative Offences (Law No. 8073-X).
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/80731-10.
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(to a serviceman, murder), disclosure (of infor-
mation, medical secrecy), misleading (of a court
or other authorized body), extortion (of weapons,
drugs).

The content and functional orientation of a
speech offense allows us to distinguish four main
types of speech situations that can be qualified as
verbal offenses: verbal violence or verbal aggres-
sion (insult, death threats, extortion, driving a
person to suicide, foul language, humiliation,
threats, public disrespect or insulting statements
against civil servants, judges, law enforcement
officers) illegal information (illegal collection, re-
ceipt or disclosure of information, public appeals,
incitement to hatred); false information (slander,
knowingly false report of a crime, knowingly false
testimony); information with low motives accom-
panying a crime (threats of murder or harm to
health for certain reasons, discrimination).

CONCLUSIONS. Thus, verbal aggression is a
serious problem that requires a comprehensive
approach that lies at the intersection of linguistics
and law. Its legal definition and regulation is a
difficult but necessary task, as it requires a clear
distinction between freedom of speech and an
offense. Verbal aggression can cause no less harm
than physical violence, as it affects a person’s psy-
che, emotional state and self-esteem. It can have
long-term consequences, including anxiety, de-
pression, post-traumatic stress disorder, etc.

The definition of verbal aggression in the le-
gal field is complicated by the need to take into
account the intent of the aggressor, the form of
expression of aggression, the contexts in which it
was expressed, the consequences for the victim,
and the specifics of bringing to legal responsibility
for unlawful communication actions. In certain
cases, it goes beyond ethical condemnation and is
qualified as an administrative or criminal offense.
The term “offense committed verbally” emphasiz-
es the specificity of speech actions that may pose
a threat to public relations. The information influ-
ence exerted through language has considerable
power, especially in modern society, where com-
munication technologies facilitate the rapid
spread of aggressive speech.

Legal linguistics plays an important role in
identifying and qualifying offenses committed
verbally. Linguistic expertise allows us to deter-
mine whether a particular statement contains
signs of an offense by assessing its content, con-
text and possible consequences. At the same time,
Ukrainian legislation provides for liability for
such acts in the CC of Ukraine and the CAO, but
the problem is the lack of a clear definition of the
concept of “offense committed verbally”, which
complicates its enforcement.
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The corpus delicti of an offense committed
verbally includes an object, a subject, objective
and subjective parties. The key aspect is the per-
son’s awareness of the socially dangerous nature
of their actions. Since speech is a form of activity
that affects social relations, it is necessary to
clearly distinguish between freedom of speech
and offenses. It is important to further develop
interdisciplinary approaches to the analysis of
such acts, which will allow for more effective reg-
ulation of verbal aggression in the legal sphere.

It is important to distinguish between ordi-
nary offensive statements and those that have
signs of systematic harassment, persecution or
threats for which a person is legally liable. A lin-

guistic examination can help establish the pres-
ence and nature of verbal aggression, as well as
the intent of the aggressor. It makes it possible to
analyze the language used to express aggression
and its impact on the victim. We believe it is nec-
essary to develop a clear legislative regulation of
verbal aggression that would take into account its
specifics, ensure the protection of victims’ rights
and provide for the aggressor’s legal liability. It is
also important to educate the public about the
inadmissibility of verbal aggression and its con-
sequences, as well as to develop methods of coun-
tering verbal aggression that would include both
legal and linguistic tools.
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BEPBAJIbHA ATPECIA: JIIHTBICTUYHO-IIPABOBUM ACIIEKT

Jocnimxeno ¢eHoMeH BepbasbHOI arpecii sIK JiHIBICTUYHO-NPaBOBY NMPO6JIEMy, SIKY 3a NeB-
HUX YMOB MOKHa KBasliQiKyBaTH fK aAMiHICTpaTHUBHe ab60 KpUMiHa/bHe NPaBONOPYLIEHHS.
Bep6asibHy arpecio BU3HaU€HO fIK CBiZJloMy KOMyHIKaTUBHY CTpaTerilo, CIPSIMOBaHy Ha Jj0CsI-
THEHHs NeBHUX LiJIel 1JIIXOM BUKOPUCTAHHSI MOBHHUX 3ac06iB. OXapaKTepHU30BaHO TEOPETHU-
YHi aCneKTH KOMYHIKaTUBHUX cTpaTerii. [I[poaHani3oBaHO OCHOBHI XapaKTepHUCTUKH, GOpMHU
NpOsIBY Ta HACJiKU BepbasibHOI arpecii B KOHTEKCTi MiXX0OCOOGUCTICHOrO cHisiKyBaHHs. Posr-
JITHYyTO pi3HOBUAU Bepb6asbHOI arpecii, 30kpeMa 06pasy, orpo3u, KPUTUKY, ipoHito, MaHimy-
JIALI Ta ITHOpYyBaHHA.

Oco6JiMBY yBary npu/iiJieHO aHaJli3y MOBHHUX 3aC00iB, 110 BUKOPUCTOBYIOTbCS /ISl peaJstizarii
BepOaIbHOI arpecii sk KOMyHiKaTUBHOI cTparerii. BuU3Ha4YeHo JIeKCUYHi, CAHTAKCHUYHi Ta CTH-
JIiCTUYHI 0COGJIMBOCTI arpecCHBHUX BUCJIOB/IIOBAaHb, a TAKOXK IXHIN BIJIMB HA eMOIiHHUHI CTaH
CIiBpO3MOBHHUKA.

Po3r/isiHyTO TepMiH «IIpaBONOpYILIEHHs], BUHeHe Bepba/bHO» Y KOHTEKCT] IOpUANYHOI JIiHT-
BiCTHKH, HAaroJIOIEeHO Ha HOTOo BiAMIHHOCTI Bif| Gi/IbII yCTal€eHUX NOHATh, TAKHUX K «MOBA BO-
pOXHedi» 41 «Bepb6asibHa arpecisi». 3a3Ha4eHo, 1110 PO3BUTOK IOPUAUYHOI JIIHIBiCTUKH CITPUSIE
JleTaJIbHOMY aHaJli3y MOBJIEHHEBHUX Jil, IKi MOXKYTb MaTH I0pHUAUYHE 3HAYEHHS.

OcHOBHY yBary 3ocepe/>KeHO Ha XapaKTepUCTUIi NPaBONOPYLIEHb, YIMHEHUX BepHabHO, de-
pe3 aHaji3 esieMeHTIiB iX NmpaBoBoi KBasidikalii, 30kpeMa 06’€KTa, 06'€KTUBHOI CTOpPOHH,
Cy0’eKTa Ta Cy6'€KTUBHOI CTOPOHU. PO3I/IIHYTO IXHIO CycliJibHY HebGe3MneKy, 1[0 MOoB’sI3aHa 3
iHdpopManiiiHUM BIJIMBOM Ha CyCHi/IbHI BiIHOCHMHH, 30KpeMa Ha MpaBa 0COOH, rPOMaJICbKUH
NOpAJOK, lep>kaBHY 6e3neKy Ta iHTepecu npaBocy . [IpoaHaizoBaHO JIHIBICTHYHY eKclle-
PTHU3Y K BOXKJIMBUH IHCTPYMEHT [i/I1 BCTAHOBJIEHHSA IOPUIUYHO 3HAYYIMX BUCOBIIOBAHb.
BucBiT/IeHO MUTaHHS HOPMaTHUBHOI'O 3aKpillJIEeHHS] MPaBONOPYLIeHb, yYYNHEHUX BepOaJIbHO, ¥
KpPUMIiHa/JIbHOMY Ta aAMIiHICTpaTUBHOMY 3aKOHOZABCTBI YKpaiHu. HaBeseHo npukiajgu cra-
Tell KpuMiHasbHOro KoZekcy YkpaiHu Ta Kozsekcy YkpaiHu npo afMiHicTpaTHUBHI MpaBomno-
pyLIeHHs, IKi peryJIIOITb BiZilIOBiAa/IbHICTE 3a arpecUBHI MOBJIEHHEBI aKTH, 30KpeMa I10rpo-
34, IbKyBaHHfl Ta 3aK/JWKM [0 BYMHEHHS MNpaBONOpYLIeHb. 3a3HadyeHo, IO BaXJIMBUM
aCIIeKTOM IPaB0O3aCTOCYBaHHS € BpaxXyBaHHA KOHTEKCTY BHCJIOBJIOBaHb, IXHBOTO 3MICTy Ta
MO>KJIMBHUX HACJIiIKIB.

HaroJionieHo Ha HeOOXiAHOCTI MOAAIBUIOTO PO3BUTKY MIXAMCIUILIIHAPHUX MiIX0/iB 10 aHa-
JIi3y NpaBoIOpyIleHb, yYYNHEHUX BepOa/bHO, 1110 AacTh 3MOTy edeKTHBHille K1acudiKyBaTH
TakKi JifIHHA 3a IXHbOIO CMMCJIOBOIO MOJeJI/II0. AKIIleHTOBAHO Ha NMOTpebi CUCTEMHOTO0 3aKpin-
JIEHHS [TOHATTS «IPaBONOPYILIEHHS, YIMHeHe BepbalbHO» Y IPaBOBii Ta HayKoBil JOKTpUHI
33,1151 3a6e3MeYyeHHS aZleKBaTHOI OPUANYHOI OLIHKY MOAIOHMX SIBUIIL,

Kmiouoei cnoea: eep6asbHa azpecisi, wpuduvHa AiHz8icmuKa, 3/104UH, NPAGONOPYWEHHS, HACU-
JIbCMBO, YbKYBAHHS, OPUIUYHA 8i0n08idaibHicmb.
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